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The “1000 Hours a Year Program” by Women for

a Healthy Environment (WHE) is dedicated to

mitigating environmental health hazards in

schools, including lead and radon exposure in

drinking water. Lead contamination in school

water systems remains a significant public health

concern, with potential adverse effects on

children’s behavioral and cognitive

development. This project specifically targets

schools within Allegheny County to understand

the historical contexts and ongoing challenges

related to water fountain infrastructure and lead

remediation efforts.

1. Investigate the current age, type, and condition

of drinking water fountains in select Allegheny

County Schools.

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of WHE’s

interventions, such as provision of new hydration

stations, in upgrading school water infrastructure.

3. Engage school administrators and staff to

understand their perspectives on water quality,

maintenance practices, and usage patterns of

drinking water sources.

Data was primarily collected through:

1. Interviews: Seven formal interviews with

school administrators focused on historical lead

testing and remediation efforts, maintenance

protocols, and challenges.

2. School Visits: Five on-site visits to schools

involved interviews and assessment of upgraded

water infrastructure.

3. Educational Discussion: Facilitated a

presentation on Water Quality to the Boys and

Girls Club of Western PA.
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For references and interview questions, scan this code.

● Safer water fountains can lead to decreased

plastic bottle usage, reducing potential toxins to

students and improvement of environmental quality.

● Funding limitations for both installation and

ongoing filter maintenance across all schools.

● Significant lack of consistent protocols and

knowledge regarding filter change frequency and

general maintenance.

● Critical need for the improvement of equitable

standards and policies that foster healthy learning

environments.

● Importance of external support in infrastructure

improvements - specifically WHE targeting school

districts without documented lead remediation

through new grant opportunities.

● For future recommendations, implementing water

management protocols regarding maintenance

procedures are critical applications for WHE .

Despite Elevated Lead Results, the Majority of Schools Did Not Complete Remediation

Identifying the schools lacking documented lead

remediation shows the critical public health gap and

inequity in Allegheny County. There is a profound need

to increase lead testing and remediation efforts, in order

to improve the accessibility to safe drinking water

infrastructure. Ultimately, this will positively contribute

to children’s long-term neurodevelopmental and

reproductive health.

Among 43 Allegheny County School Districts, 95% conducted lead testing in water,

yet only 40% documented completed remediation efforts
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