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I. DEPARTMENTAL OVERVIEW

A. MISSION AND GOALS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL AND
COMMUNITY HEALTH SCIENCES

The mission of the Department of Behavioral and Community Health Sciences
(BCHS) is to promote a science-based understanding of social and behavioral factors
that influence the health of populations and to develop, implement and evaluate
programs and policies designed to improve the public’s health. Students in BCHS
learn how to examine public health problems using social and behavioral sciences
theory and information; develop and plan programs to address public health
problems; implement, manage and evaluate programs; conduct community-based
research and practice to build a knowledge base and gain understanding;
communicate information to communities, the public and policymakers; and advocate
for program development, policy change and improvements in the quality of life
populations and communities. The Department is firmly committed to
competency-based education linked directly to the Institute of Medicine 2003 report

on Educating Public Health Professionals for the 21* century and to the relevant
competencies as developed by the Association of Schools and Programs of

Public Health (ASPPH).

The educational programs of the Department are designed to prepare
practitioners and researchers to apply social/behavioral theory, concepts and
methods to the development, implementation and evaluation of public health
interventions that prevent illness and to promote health. The educational programs
within the Department build on a common body of public health knowledge
(Graduate School of Public Health core curriculum), and social/behavioral science
concepts, theories and applied research methods (Department core curriculum) and offer
students an opportunity to focus on specific public health issues. The academic
programs in the Department are based on a strong theoretical and knowledge base in
the social and behavioral sciences, with a particular emphasis on s ocial ecology as an
organizing construct. Social ecology highlights the connection across the levels of
human enterprise, including the genetic, biophysical, intrapersonal, interpersonal,

family and social connections, groups, organizations, communities and policies.

The members of the Department have contributed in significant ways to the
development of public health in the United States and internationally. Many of the
graduates of this Department have assumed leadership roles in regional, state, national
and international agencies and organizations that play a major role in the prevention
of illness and promotion of health. Research conducted by our faculty and students has
resulted in major changes in the provision of public health programs and policy.



B. DEPARTMENTAL ORGANIZATION

The Department maintains three educational programs: Master of Public Health
in Behavioral and Community Health Sciences (MPH), Doctor of Public Health (DrPH)
and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD). Additionally, the Department has joint programs
with the School of Social Work, Graduate School of Public and International Affairs
(GSPIA) and the Department of Anthropology in the University’s Kenneth P. Dietrich
School of Arts and Sciences. The degrees earned are respectively, the MPH/PhD or
MPH/MSW in Social Work, MPH/MID. MPH/MPIA or MPH/MPA in GSPIA, and the
MPH/PhD in Anthropology. Students can also avail themselves of University or
Pitt Public Health certificate programs. These include certificates in Latin
American Studies, Eastern Asian Studies, and Women’s Studies; and Public Health
Gerontology, Global Health, Health Equity, Evaluation of Public Health Promotion
and Health Education Programs, Community-based Participatory Research and
Practice, and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Individuals’ Health and Wellness.

The Department cooperates closely with the following Centers:

1) Center for Health Equity, Tiffany Gary-Webb, Director,

Certificate in Health Equity

2) Center for Aging and Population Health, Anne B. Newman, Director

3) Center for Healthy Environments and Communities, Bruce Pitt, PhD, Interim
Director

4) Evaluation Institute, Dr. Edmund Riceci, Director

5) Center for Public Health Practice, M r. Gerald Barron, Acting Director

6) Center for LGBT Health Research, Dr. Ron Stall, Director

General administration of the Department is carried out by the chairperson
(Steven M. Albert), the Associate Chair for Science and Research (Ronald Stall), the
Associate Chair for Administration (Jessica Burke) and the Department Administrator
(Sue Cotter) in conjunction with the Executive Committee. Additional standing faculty
committees are the Doctoral Committee, the M P H Admissions and Student
Performance Committee, the MP H Curriculum Committee, Authorship Committee,
and Grant Review Committee. Extensive research is carried out by individuals and
groups of faculty aswell as through partnerships with other departments, schools, and
universities and communities.

BCSH faculty and staff help support the Department’s mission through
University and Department committee work and through faculty and staff meetings.
Students also are asked to participate on Department, School, and University
committees, as appropriate.


http://www.publichealth.pitt.edu/interior.php?pageID=82&amp;3
http://www.publichealth.pitt.edu/interior.php?pageID=82&amp;3
http://www.publichealth.pitt.edu/interior.php?pageID=82&amp;3
http://www.publichealth.pitt.edu/interior.php?pageID=82&amp;5
http://www.publichealth.pitt.edu/interior.php?pageID=82&amp;5

C. Faculty and Students

The Department has 16 primary faculty members. Additionally, 20 faculty
members with primary appointments in other University departments hold secondary
appointments in Behavioral and Community Health Sciences; 16 persons have adjunct
appointments. Contact information for these faculty can be found in Appendix I and
on our website at www.bchs.pitt.edu.

The Department has an approximate enrollment of 109 students in its
programs. About 8 0 students are currently enrolled in the MPH program, including
new, continuing and joint degree students, and 29 are enrolled in the DrPH and PhD

programs.

D. RESEARCH AND FACULTY INTERESTS

Currently, our faculty, through their research, are improving the public health
knowledge base in such areas as assessing the needs of communities and populations for
the purpose of guiding policy and program development; initiating a range of
culturally appropriate community based chronic disease prevention and management
initiatives; assessing health and welfare needs of the elderly and assisting local provider
organizations in streamlining their services; and contributing to current understanding of
LGBT health issues. Numerous agencies and foundations such as the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), Agency for Health Care Policy
and Research, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration (SAMHSA),
Allegheny County Health Department, Pennsylvania Department of Health and
Pennsylvania Area Health Education Center, as well as several foundations provide

major support for the research conducted by BCHS faculty.

Additionally, the Department has a state-of-the-art computer-assisted
telephone interviewing system housed within its Institute for Evaluation Science in
Community Health, which is affiliated with the University Center for Social and
Urban Research (UCSUR).

1. FACULTY WITH PRIMARY APPOINTMENTS

Steven M. Albert, MSc, PhD

Dr. Albert is Professor in and Chair of the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health Sciences and is director of the Aging Certificate. Dr. Albert completed post-
doctoral training at Rutgers and Columbia. He received a Fulbright award to conduct
fieldwork in Papua New Guinea and an NSF fellowship to apply anthropological
methods to gerontologic research. He is a Fellow of the American Anthropological
Association and Gerontological Society of America. Dr. Albert’s research examines the
impact of neurological deficits on health outcomes and patient reports of quality of
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life. He has carried his research forward in the areas of Alzheimer’s disease,

neuromuscular disease, HIV and healthy aging.

Todd Bear, MPH, PhD

Dr. Todd Bear is an Assistant Professor whose primary research interests are the study of
childhood adversity, including child maltreatment and exposure to violence, and their effects
on health over the lifespan. His dissertation work was based on data collected as part of the
2009-2010 Allegheny County Health Survey and describes and evaluates the mental and
physical health impacts of childhood adversity over the lifespan in a population-based sample
of adults. He utilized a life course perspective to study the behavioral and psychosocial
pathways by which childhood adversity affects adolescent and adult health. Secondary
research interests include the study of racial and socio-economic health equity as it relates to
access and health service utilization. He directs the Office of Health Survey Research in the
Institute for Evaluation Science and oversees administration of numerous health surveys
yearly at the local, regional, and national level. He currently teaches Health Survey Methods
(BCHS 3002), Measurement in Social and Behavioral Sciences (BCHS 3030), and provides
support and guidance via practicum and independent study to students conducting survey
based research.

Jessica Burke, MHS, PhD

Dr. Burke isan Associate Professor in the Department of Behavioral and

C ommunity Health Sciences and Director of the Community-Based Participatory
Research and Practice Certificate. She completed her MHS and PhD at the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health where she holds an adjunct faculty
appointment in the Department of Population & Family Health Sciences. Dr. Burke
is currently funded by the National Center on Minority Health & Health Disparities as a
Health Disparities Scholar and has received training fellowships from HRSA’s Maternal
and Child Health Bureau and the National Institute of Mental Health at NIH. Dr.
Burke’s research interests focus on the reciprocal relationship among health, behavior
and environment. Dr. Burke uses theory-driven, participant and community
oriented approaches to exploring the cultural and contextual factors that influence
the health status of women and children. Her current research uses ethnographic and
social epidemiologic techniques to explore multiple levels of influences on maternal
and child health outcomes such as intimate partner violence, youth violence, low birth
weight and pre-term delivery. Dr. Burke is also interested in the design,
implementation and evaluation of comprehensive interventions that address
important women’s health issues such as HIV/AIDS.

Patricia I. Documét, MD, MPH, DrPH

Dr. Documét is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Behavioral and
Community Health Sciences, Director of the Health Equity certificate and Director of
the Center for Health Equity. She was trained as a pediatrician in Peru, where she
worked at a maternal-child hospital. She earned her Master's of Public Health in 1995,
a Certificate in Latin American Studies in 1996, and a Doctor of Public Health in 2001.

She has worked that combine quantitative and qualitative research methods, such az



her dissertation, a CDC funded project that dealt with Latinos’ health care access in
southwestern Pennsylvania, as well as in a project to study breast cancer screening
cross culturally, among Latino, African American, Appalachian and Amish women. Her
interests include health disparities, health and health care access for minorities and
underserved populations, the influence of culture on health behaviors, cancer,
breastfeeding, maternal and child health, women’s issues, and program evaluation.
Additionally, she is actively involved in initiatives to improve access to health care and

services in the Latino community of southwestern Pennsylvania.

Thistle Elias, DrPH
Dr. Thistle Elias is a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of Behavioral and
Community Health Sciences. Her research interests are in the areas of community-engaged
evaluation and research, social determinants of health, and health equity for populations by
income, gender, ethnicity and dis/ability. She has worked on a variety of projects including
evaluation of a two state child neglect prevention program with the American Academy of
Pediatrics, local Early Head Start continuous quality improvement, a three year exploration of
aging in public housing, a PA Department of Health five year initiative to improve women’s
health, and a range of smaller individual organizational and programs. She conducts evaluative
research with the Evaluation Institute for Public Health at GSPH and directs the Certificate
for Health Program Evaluation in addition to advising students through their evaluation
practicum. She sits on the Committee for the Certificate in Health Equity and is a faculty
affiliate of the Center for Health Equity. She has co-directed Bridging the Gaps-Pittsburgh for
over a decade, a multi-disciplinary, community health internship program in collaboration with
the School of Medicine that aims to train health professional students while providing critical
support to organizations that work with vulnerable populations. She provides health literacy
and cultural sensitivity trainings to several local health care organizations and health

professional continuing education programs and has been reviewer for the Journal of General

Internal Medicine, Progress in Community Health Partnerships: Research, Education, and

Action, and the Journal of Health Disparities Research and Practice.

Elizabeth Felter, DrPH

Dr. Felter is a Visiting Assistant Professor whose research interests have focused mainly in
the area of worksite health promotion. She has worked on a number of research projects
including StairWELL to Better Health, the Garden Market Project, and assessments of
worksite wellness committee function at PPG Industries. She teaches BCHS 2504,
Overview of Health Communications; BCHS 2572, Risk Communication; and BCHS 3504,
Doctoral Seminar in Health Communications. She also enjoys advising students and
serving on a variety of students’ thesis and essay committees. Dr. Felter co-direct the
BCHS practicum program with Dr. Martha Ann Terry and serves on the BCHS Core
Curriculum Committee. She also served on the Health Across the Lifespan-Allegheny
County Advisory Group and helped develop the Health Across the Lifespan —Allegheny
County 2012 conference, which was co-sponsored by Pitt Public Health, the Allegheny
County Health Department, and the Pennsylvania State Department of Health. In
addition, she provides trainings to a variety of public health and health care agencies and
organizations in the areas of health communications and health literacy. In the past, she



has served as the Communication Specialist for the Healthier Worksite Initiative at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Mark Friedman, PhD

Dr. Mark Friedman is an Assistant Professor. His primary research interest is the
development of health problems and resiliency among gay and bisexual adolescents and
health disparities among gay and bisexual men. His research projects to date have
focused on defining and measuring adolescent sexual orientation; the relationship
between gender-role nonconformity, bullying, and suicidality among gay youth; and
childhood and adolescent antecedents of adult health problems among gay males. He
was recently awarded a KOl Mentored Research Scientist Development Award to
longitudinally study gay male adolescents using the Internet (Ron Stall, Mentor) and
is currently implementing a meta-analysis focusing on sexual, physical and verbal abuse
of gay, lesbian and bisexual youth.

Richard Garland, MSW

Mr. Garland is a Visiting Instructor in BCHS. His research centers on working with
troubled youth, especially those involved in gangs and gun violence. He works with police
departments and community-based organizations throughout the state of Pennsylvania
providing gun violence education and training. He is the Director of the BCHS Center for
Health Equity’s Violence Prevention Project where he oversees training, data collection
and outreach efforts aimed at reducing crime and violence. The Center conducts a hospital-
based intervention project through which gunshot wound victims receiving treatment in
four major trauma units are counseled in an effort to reduce emergency department
recidivism. The project provides case management services to attempt to alter the lifestyle

of the victims with the goal of preventing further involvement with crime and violence.

Tiffany Gary-Webb, PhD

Dr. Gary-Webb has experience in epidemiological research, clinical trial design
and conduct, and medical claims data analysis, mostly in the disease area of
diabetes. She has also gained experience in applied epidemiology as a post-
doctoral fellow at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Dr.
Gary-Webb has a particular dedication toward improving the health of ethnic
minorities and focuses her professional work around issues of minority health
and social/environmental determinants of chronic disease. For the past 10 years,
she has conducted research using a combined clinic and community approach to
improve diabetes preventive health care and reduce complications among urban
African Americans with type 2 diabetes. She has developed a national
reputation in this area as evidenced by her published, peer-reviewed work (70+)
and presentations at national conferences. Most recently, her work has focused
on understanding how social and environmental factors contribute to the
etiology of racial/ethnic disparities in diabetes and obesity.

Mary Hawk, DrPH

Dr. Hawk is a Visiting Assistant Professor whose primary research foci include



evaluation and implementation of structural interventions to reduce the impact
of HIV/AIDS and improve clinical outcomes for those living with the disease, as
well as program evaluation to assess outcomes and improve service delivery in
public health systems. Her current work includes implementation and
evaluation research on a CDC-funded vaccine uptake grant, as well as on a
statewide process for implementing the Chronic Care Initiative in primary care
centers. Other projects include implementation research to replicate a locally
developed harm reduction housing program, and evaluation research to assess
the effectiveness of a community-developed intervention to increase HIV testing
among African American women. She teaches one of the core classes BCHS
2523, Program Planning, Implementation, and Evaluation. Dr. Hawk is a
faculty affiliate of the Center for Health Equity in BCHS, and a founding board
member of a local AIDS service organization, The Open Door, Inc. In addition,
she reviews manuscripts for several journals including AIDS Care and AIDS and

Behavior.

Supriya Kumar, PhD, MPH

Dr. Supriya Kumar is a Visiting Research Assistant Professor. As a core faculty
member of the Public Health Dynamics Laboratory, she engages in highly multi-
disciplinary research in collaboration with epidemiologists, computational
scientists, and health policy researchers. The overarching theme in her research is
health disparities. She studied racial disparities in vaccine uptake and the
voluntary decision to stay home from work if ill during the 2009 HIN1 pandemic.
She uses the social ecological model and models of the social determinants of
health extensively to inform her studies. She has reviewed the national pandemic
plan in India from a health disparities perspective. Recently, she used
computational modeling to assess the impact of a universal paid sick days policy
on socioeconomic disparities in influenza incidence among working adults.

Christina Mair, PhD

Dr. Christina Mair is an Assistant Professor with interests in understanding social
mechanisms of substance use and related problems in order to better develop and
implement environmental prevention programs. Her current research focuses on
the social ecology of substance use, model-based approaches to study drinking
behaviors and psychiatric co-morbidity, and population-based analyses of alcohol-
related problems such as violence. She is the Principal Investigator of an NITAAA
R21 grant focused on the extent to which high-risk sexual behaviors vary in
relation to (1) selection of drinking contexts (background non-drinking risks), (2)
use of alcohol in contexts, and (3) level of use in contexts (alcohol-related risks). A
social epidemiologist by training, she applies her knowledge of statistical analyses
of individual problem behaviors in social and neighborhood environments to the
measurement of local environments and development of models of the dynamic
environments in which determinants of substance use are expressed. She has
investigated neighborhood and community environments and their links to

depression, hopelessness, violence, and intimate partner violence using tradition%l



biostatistical methods and more advanced methods for multilevel and Bayesian
space-time analysis. She has also conducted analyses on the contexts in which
individuals drink and alcohol-related problems, bar densities and violence,
associations between alcohol outlet densities and intimate partner violence and
violent assaults, and adverse childhood experiences and partner violence.

Edmund M. Ricci, PhD

Dr. Ricciis Professor of Sociology in Public Health and Director of the Institute for
Evaluation Science in Community Health and Director of the Evaluation Certificate.
His primary technical areas are evaluation research and survey research methods.
Most recently, his work has focused on the areas of minority health disparities, long-
term care services and institutions, emergency and disaster medicine, and substance
abuse intervention programs. Dr. Riccihas designed, directed and participated in
more than 250 evaluation studies, assessing a wide range of behavioral health
interventions and operational issues in health and human service programs and
organizations. He has been a “visiting” faculty member at the Institute of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine, Lisbon, Portugal, the University of West Indies, Mona, Jamaica
and the World Health Organization Center for Health Development in Kobe, Japan.
He is a member of the Board of Examiners, Sir Venkateswara University, Andhra
Pradesh, India, the Behavioral Sciences Council, Association of Schools of Public Health
and the Scientific Advisory Committee for the International Resuscitation Research
Center. He has served as a member of the National Academy of Sciences/National
Research Council, Committee on Emergency Medical Services. He isa member of the
editorial boards of the Journal of Health and Social Policy and PreHospital and
Disaster Medicine and recently served as Chair, Health Care Research Training Study
Section, Agency for Health Care Research And Quality (AHRQ, HHS).

Ronald D. Stall, MPH, PhD

Dr. Stall is a Professor in the Department of Behavioral and Community Health Sciences
and Director of the Center for LGBT Health Research. He established several critical areas
for HIV prevention by studying the issue of maintenance of safe sex behaviors over time, the
influence of alcohol on sexual risk behavior and most recently, the inter-relationships of drug
use, depression and partner violence on HIV risk behaviors. While at the CDC Dr. Stall
served as Chief of the Prevention Research Branch of the Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention
and the National Center for HIV, STD and TB Prevention. He has been principal
investigator of research projects on topics such as care for intravenous drug user with AIDS,
AIDS risk reduction for substance abusing gay men, a large scale population-based study of
gay men's health and HIV treatment adherence among alcohol abusers, among a series of
international AIDS research projects. He is currently PI of a large-scale study of the long-
term health effects of methamphetamine use among gay men as well as co-PI of a study of
HIV serosorting among gay men.

Martha Ann Terry, PhD
Dr. Terry is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Behavioral and Community
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Health Sciences, with secondary appointments in the Department of Anthropology and
the School of Nursing, and affiliated faculty in the Graduate School of Public and
International Affairs and the Center for Latin American Studies, University of
Pittsburgh. She is the director of the BCHS MPH program. Her research interests
include reproductive decision making,women's health, community-based
interventions and education, HIV/AIDS, sociocultural perspectives on sexuality,
evaluation, and qualitative methodologies. Dr. Terry has developed
facilitator/recorder training for focus groups and periodically provides workshops
for interested agencies, including Adagio Health. She is a member of the editorial
board for AIDS Education and Prevention. She teaches Community Development

and Focus Groups, Social and Behavioral Sciences in Public Health, Introduction to
Community Health, Introduction to Population Problems, Seminar in Global Family
Planning, Seminar in Maternal and Child Health and Public Health Approaches to
Public Health.

Jeanette M. Trauth, PhD

Dr. Trauth is an Associate Professor and Chair of the Doctoral Committee in the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health Sciences. Her main area of research
is the application of health behavior theory to various health promotion and disease
prevention behaviors. In particular, she is interested in conducting research that helps
to understand individual and structural barriers to the adoption of various health
behaviors, such as cancer screening, participation in medical research and type 2
diabetes self- management, and identifying strategies to eliminate health disparities in
these areas. She is currently applying different theoretical approaches, such as the
Transtheoretical Model and models of Patient-Provider Communication, in a number
of current and proposed studies. She recently had a paper published in Health
Education & Behavior, which was the first application of the Transtheoretical Model of

health behavior change to an understanding of colorectal cancer screening behavior. In
addition, she is currently leading a study of patient-provider communication regarding
cancer screening, examining racial differences in communication among a cohort of men
at two local sites. This study is one of the first longitudinal studies of patient-provider

communication.

2. PROFESSORS EMERITI
John Marx, MA, PhD
Dr. Marx is a Professor in the Department of Sociology, with a secondary appointment in the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health Sciences. He received his PhD in Sociology
from the University of Chicago. Dr. Marx’s research focus has been in the areas of behavioral
sciences, sociology of health and illness, and sociology of health services. He has authored
numerous journal articles, book chapters and academic presentations dealing with a variety of
sociological issues, especially in the health and public health arena. His recent research has
been in the study of the impact and implications of privatization in public health, including
investigation of proponents, resisters and decision-makers concerning privatization. Recent
articles, co-authored with C. Keane and E. Ricci, have reported on research specific to
privatization, including perceived outcomes of privatization in local health departments.



Currently, he is directing the doctoral program in the Department of Sociology.

E. SERVICE

Service activities are integral to the educational and research programs of the
Department. To meet the departmental obligations to public service, faculty and
staff serve as members of organizational boards and/or expert committees of
governmental, private or voluntary organizations, provide consultations to
community agencies, serve as members of professional organizational boards and/or
committees, and participate as speakers and panelists at conferences or as visiting
lecturers in other schools. Faculty also indirectly provide community service through
advising and monitoring students who are engaged in field work or community-based
research.
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II. MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM
A. MISSION STATEMENT

The MPH program trains students for applied research and practice careers in
a variety of public, voluntary and private community health organizations.
Students are prepared to draw on social and behavioral theories and concepts to
assess the health status and needs of populations, formulate public health
interventions that are informed by social/behavioral theory, and to use
social/behavioral science research methods to evaluate these programs as well as
develop recommendations for policy. Students will learn and practice assessment
and research skills in the context of social and behavioral change at the individual,
organizational, and community levels (see Figure 2 for core functions).

Some students in the Department come from health professional fields.
Other students have or are earning a degree in a health related profession, or they
have been employed in the field of public health, and they want additional
training in public health with a focus on research and/or practice in the social and
behavioral health sciences, The MPH program also attracts international students
who are health professionals in their own countries. Students also apply directly
from undergraduate programs in such diverse areas as psychology, biology,
journalism, anthropology, communications and English.

B. OBJECTIVES
Students in the MPH Program will learn to:

1. Identify the determinants of health and illness of populations
through the analysis and use of relevant data;

2. Document and communicate community-based needs and
resources and particular needs of special and vulnerable
populations;

3. Develop collaborative efforts for public health interventions at

multiple levels (individual, org