
Office of Admissions and Financial Aid 

An Introduction to 
Graduate Financial 
Aid

University of Pittsburgh



Office of Admissions and Financial Aid 

FAFSA  2014/15

• Complete a Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA)

• School Code: 008815

• Recommended that 
forms are completed as 
soon as possible
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FAFSA 14/15

• Recommended method 
of filing is ONLINE 

• IF, beginning in summer 
complete both FAFSA 
forms 

• www.pin.ed.gov

• www.fafsa.ed.gov
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FAAS 
Financial Aid Application Supplement  

• Available on the Pitt 
website

• Year specific 

• Be sure to complete this 
form and have your FAAS 
signed by the Graduate 
School Representative
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ELIGIBILITY 

For consideration for a Stafford, Grad PLUS or other 
education loan a Graduate or Professional Student 
must:

• Be a U.S. citizen or provide documentation of permanent 
resident or refugee status

• Be enrolled at least half-time in a degree or certificate program 
at the University. Full time enrollment is 9 or more credits per 
term. Half time enrollment is a minimum of 4.5 credits per 
term

• Be registered with the Selective Service, if eligible 

• Not owe a refund on a federal grant or be in default on any 
federal educational loan

• Be making satisfactory academic progress toward your degree 
as determined by your graduate department or school
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STAFFORD LOANS

• Maximum allowable per academic year* is $20,500 
depending upon enrollment and eligibility 

• *Academic year = fall + spring + summer

• $20,500 unsubsidized

• No subsidized 

• Interest rate 5.41% (current) 
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STAFFORD LOANS CONT…

• Aggregate Loan Maximums

– Total Stafford borrowing =$138,500*

– Includes graduate and undergraduate borrowing

– You will be offered the maximum you are eligible to 
receive – you may reduce/cancel if not needed

– For access to your loan record www.nslds.ed.gov
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APPLYING FOR STAFFORD

• Complete a Master 
Promissory Note

• Complete Entrance 
Counseling 

• To SIGN IN you will need 
your PIN 

• www.pin.ed.gov

• www.studentloans.gov
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FEDERAL GRAD PLUS

• If needed, complete Grad Plus online by June 1

• www.studentloans.gov

• Fixed interest rate of 6.41% (depending upon disbursement date) 

• You may borrow the difference between your cost of 
attendance and financial aid award

• No required payments while you attend school at least 
half time

• Loan is credit based

• Requires separate MPN and Entrance Counseling 

• You must first apply for the maximum annual amount 
through the Federal Stafford Loan Program

http://www.studentloans.gov/
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PRIVATE ALTERNATIVE 
LOANS

• Students may borrow additional loan funds to help meet 
their college cost using Alternative Loan programs

• These loan programs are provided by commercial 
lenders and are not supported by state or federal funds

• Maximum loan amounts, borrower qualification, 
repayment schedules and interest rates vary

• If you apply for an Alternative Loan, you should request 
a loan for the total amount you need for both terms (fall 
+ spring) on a single application

• For more information please see www.oafa.pitt.edu

BE A CONSUMER!!
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OTHER ASSISTANCE

• Financial Aid availability to graduate students varies 
widely among graduate and professional schools and 
programs

• For more information about assistance that may be 
available to you, please contact your graduate school
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SUMMER SESSION

• If you want to borrow Stafford during the summer 
semester, you must be enrolled at least half-time (4.5 
credits) and have remaining loan eligibility. Please 
complete a Student Loan Request and Adjustment Form
and return it to our office. The Financial Aid Office will 
determine your eligibility and will forward necessary 
loan request information to the federal Direct Lending 
program

• Please be aware that your loan eligibility may be limited 
by maximums allowed for specific enrollments, grade 
level, academic year limits and/or aggregate loan total to 
date 

• Grad PLUS – apply at www.studentloans.gov
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SUMMER SESSION

• Student Loan Request 
and Adjustment Form

• Application for summer 
loan

• Adjustment for federal 
loans
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OVER-AWARDS

• If you do receive additional financial aid, be sure to 
update the Office of Admissions and Financial Aid to 
avoid being an OVER-AWARD!

• A student financial aid over-award occurs when the aid you 
receive from all sources is greater than your federally determined 
aid eligibility. The Financial Aid Office takes care not to over-
award a student initially. However, circumstances may change 
after the initial financial aid award is made. The result may be an 
over-award. For example, additional financial aid from an outside 
source may be awarded to you or a change in residency, housing 
or enrollment plans can occur and create an over-award. When 
these circumstances arise, we are required to review your 
financial aid award and may be required to adjust your financial 
aid package, reducing or eliminating financial aid offered to 
ensure that the total you receive is within federal guidelines.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

• The University of Pittsburgh Financial Aid Office staff is here 
to assist students and families with the process of applying for 
and receiving financial aid

• Our experienced staff is available during office hours to 
respond to your financial aid questions and requests

• No appointments are necessary. Students and families are 
assisted in the office on a walk-in basis

• Office hours are Monday through Friday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Office of Admissions and Financial Aid

University of Pittsburgh
4227 Fifth Avenue, Alumni Hall
Pittsburgh, PA 15260 

Phone: 412-624-7488

Fax: 412-648-8815

Email: oafa@pitt.edu

Federal School Code: 008815

Stafford Loan School Code: 003379
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HELPFUL HINTS

• Apply for Financial Aid as soon as possible

• Make copies

• Be aware of deadlines

• Complete new forms each year

• Use the OAFA website

• Monitor your students loan/borrowing at 
www.nslds.ed.gov 


