
Graduate School of Public Health 

Report on Requirements for Doctoral Degree 

 

Name of Student _______________________________________________          PeopleSoft # _______________________ 

 

Dept/Program ____________________________________________________   Degree ____________________________ 
REFER TO COMMITTEE REQUIREMENTS ON SIDE TWO 

Please indicate requirements fulfilled and sign 

A. _____ If student was admitted provisionally, has his/her status changed to full?      Yes     No 

        (To verify if student met their PROVisions, view the ADMA screen under Checklists in PeopleSoft.) 

       Can be signed either by Advisor or Authorized Dept. Rep.:        
                  (Type Name) 

STUDENTS ON PROVISIONAL STATUS NOT ELIGIBLE TO TAKE EXAMINATIONS. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

B._____ Preliminary or Qualifying Examination    Passed _______    Failed  _______ on: _____________________ date 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

C. _____ Dissertation Overview Approved              on:  ___________________________ date 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

D. _____ Comprehensive Examination                    Passed _______   Failed _______ on: _______________________ date 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

E. _____ Fulfilled Research Requirement (e.g. proficiency in use of the computer as a research tool) on:  _________________ date 
    (Only advisor and department chair signatures are required.)  This requirement is not necessary for DrPH. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

F. _____ Admitted to Candidacy   on:_________________________ date (only advisor and department chair signatures required). 
To qualify for admission to candidacy, student must be in full status, (removal of all provisions imposed at the time of admission) have passed the preliminary and 

comprehensive examinations, have completed formal course work with a minimum grade point average of 3.0, have received approval of the proposed dissertation 

following an overview meeting of the doctoral committee, have fulfilled the requirements for proficiency in a research tool. 

  Items (A) through (E) must be complete before student can be Admitted to Candidacy. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

G. _____ Dissertation Defense                                   Passed  ______    Failed  ________ on: _______________________ date 
 

 Dissertation Title: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

              ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

              ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

              ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

H._____ Student has completed the Exit Survey on ______________________________ date.  (Requirement effective beginning 8/2008  

 Graduation.   Only signature of Department Student Services Liaison is required.) 

        Signature: ______________________________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I. _____ I/we hereby certify that the student has fulfilled all requirements for graduation:  _______________ date 

                        Signature of Advisor, Program Director,    __________________________________________________ 

                          or other authorized dept. representative.           (Type Name) 

Also need signature of Dept Chair below. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

J. Faculty Committee Members Signatures: Please type names below signature 

 

1.___________________________________ _______________________________________ _____________________ 
    Committee Chair       Department     Date 

 

2.___________________________________ _______________________________________ _____________________ 
    Committee Member      Department     Date 

 

3.___________________________________ _______________________________________ _____________________ 
    Committee Member     Department     Date 

 

4.___________________________________ _______________________________________ _____________________ 
    Committee Member     Department     Date 

 

5.___________________________________ _______________________________________ _____________________ 
    Committee Member     Department     Date 
 

 

  Approved: _______________________________________  _______________________ 
   Department Chair        Date 

Department Student Service Liaison to send completed forms to Office of Student Affairs, 114 Parran Hall.              Rev. Page 2         5/2010 
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GSPH Milestone Committee Composition Requirements  -  August 17, 2005 (see revision to MPH Essay below revised 1/07 by the 
EPCC) 

General Notes Regarding All Committees 

 

1) Each department in the GSPH maintains a list of “core educational faculty.” These are defined as faculty of the University of Pittsburgh 

who are heavily involved in the educational mission of the department as demonstrated by at least some of the following:  teaching courses or 

having significant involvement in courses led by others; participating on a routine basis in journal club; mentoring students in independent 

studies and masters essays; serving on curriculum committees; and serving on examination or dissertation committees. Faculty with primary 

appointments in the department are automatically considered core faculty. The core faculty lists are kept on record with the Office of Student 

Affairs and updated periodically. The departments bear the responsibility of meeting with core faculty once a year to update them on any 

changes in policy or procedures, and to provide them with academic program manuals. 

 

2) Research associates who are involved in the educational program of the department may be listed as core faculty and allowed to serve on 

all committees at departmental discretion. 

 

3) All rules below are intended as school-wide minimum standards; individual departments are free to implement more stringent 

requirements. 

 

PhD Qualifying Exam 

 

• The committee must consist of at least three University of Pittsburgh faculty members. 

• The committee chair must be on the core faculty list of the student’s department. 

• Half or more of the members must be on the core faculty list of at least one GSPH department. 

• Half or more of the members must have Graduate Faculty status. 

• There must be at least one member who is not on the core list of the student’s department. 

 

PhD Comprehensive Exam 

 

If the comprehensive exam takes place at the same time as the dissertation proposal, then the rules for the dissertation committee apply. If the 

comprehensive exam is taken separately from the dissertation proposal, then the rules for the comprehensive exam committee are the same as 

those for the qualifying exam committee. 

 

PhD Dissertation Committee 

 

• The committee must consist of at least four University of Pittsburgh faculty members. 

• At least two members must be on the core list of some GSPH department. 

• The majority of members must have Graduate Faculty status. 

• There must be at least one member who is not on the core list of the student’s department. 

 

MS Comprehensive Exam 

 

The rules are the same as for the PhD qualifying exam, except that graduate faculty status is not required. 

 

MS or MPH Thesis Committee 

 

• The committee must consist of at least three University of Pittsburgh faculty members. 

• Half or more of the members must be on the core faculty list of at least one GSPH department. 

• There must be at least one member who is not on the core list of the student’s department. 

 

The same rule as for the MS comprehensive exam, except that the thesis committee chair need not be on the core list of the student’s 

department. 

 

MPH Essay---revised l/2007 by the Educational and Policies and Curriculum Committee (EPCC) 

 

• The committee must consist of at least two University of Pittsburgh faculty members. 

• Members must have primary appointments in different University departments (at least two departments represented). 

• At least one member must be on the core list of some GSPH department. 

 

DrPH  

 

Rules for composition of all committees are the same as for the PhD, except that all committees must have a majority of members who are on 

the core list of at least one GSPH department.  

 

 
(Wording rev 5/2010) 
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